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REVIEWS 

GRAMMAR FOR TEACHERS 

The usual textbook in grammar, which aims to be as elementary as 
possible, fails to solve some of the puzzles that an inquisitive class is 
likely to ask. The teacher himself, having no satisfactory authority, 
and unable to think out all the relationships of a sentence beyond the 
average degree of complexity, or, perhaps, unable to reduce his thinking 
to terms comprehensible to his class, too often falls into illogical or 
arbitrary decisions, which result in confusion both to him and his pupils. 
The causes of this situation appear to be two: first, the teacher has 
probably been trained in the old style of grammar, in which form was a 
matter of major, and function a matter of minor, importance; and 
second, the teacher has no authoritative book from which he can get 
the more correct functional point of view, and at the same time obtain 
a modern discussion of the problems of syntax, especially those not 
treated in the usual elementary text. The need of a class of books to 
meet the situation is, therefore, apparent, and is being met — books 
less formidable in bulk than the Goold Brown grammar, and more 
modern in point of view. Miss Leonard's 1 endeavor is worthy of high 
commendation. She has not written a school text, but has treated 
syntax in a manner suitable for teachers and advanced students, and has 
aimed to give the best modern thought on the subject. While the book 
is valuable for the information it imparts, it will be highly serviceable 
also in weakening what remains of the old reliance upon form (witness 
the matter of the "case" of nouns), and in strengthening the conception 
of English grammar as the science of thought-relationships. 

Cyrus Lauron Hooper 
Chicago Teachers College 
Chicago III. 

1 Grammar and Its Reasons, for Students and Teachers of the English Tongue, 
By Maby Hall Leonard. New York: A. S. Barnes & Co., iqio. 



BOOK NOTICES 

The Essentials of Exposition and Argument. By William Trufant Foster. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 191 1. $0.90. 
A text for high-school classes. To be commended for its use of modern material. 

The New Criticism. By J. E. Spingarn. New York: The Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1911. Pp. v+35. 
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Grammar and Its Reasons. By M. H. Leonard. New York: A. S. Barnes 

& Co., 1010. Pp. 375. $1 . 50 net. 

Reviewed elsewhere in these columns. 
New Composition and Rhetoric. By Robert Herrick and Lindsay Todd 

Damon. Chicago: Scott, Foresman & Co., ion. Pp. 508. $1.00. 

A popular book revised. 
The Rhetorical Principles of Narration. By Carroll Lewis Maxcy. Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin Co., 1911. $1 . 25. 

Biography, history, and fiction are treated, but the emphasis is upon the novel 
and the short story. 
English. Book I. By Elvira Daniel Cabell and Virginia Winchester 

Freeman. Chicago: William F.Roberts Co., ion. Pp.206. 
English. Book II. By Elvira Daniel Cabell and Virginia Winchester 

Freeman. Chicago: William F. Roberts Co., 191 1. Pp. 308. 

This new series for the elementary schools will be reviewed later. 
Selections from Robert Louis Stevenson. By Henry Seidel Canby and Freder- 
ick Erastus Pierce. New York: Scribner, 1911. Pp. xxi+457. 

Done with taste and discretion. The volume will make Stevenson accessible for 
class-study. Contents: Introduction; Letters; The Amateur Emigrant; Essays; 
Father Damien; Stories. 

A Study of Versification. By Brander Matthews. Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin Co., 1911. $1.25. 

A companion volume to the author's well-known Study of the Drama. 
English Versification. By James Wilson Bright and Raymond D. Miller. 

Boston: Ginn & Co., 1910. Pp.166. $0.80. 
Narrative and Lyric Poems for Students. By S. S. Seward, Jr. New York: 

Henry Holt & Co., 1909. Pp. xv+512. 

Far better than Palgrave for boys and girls. To be reviewed in a later number. 
Primer. By James H. Van Sickle and Wilhelmina Seegmiller, assisted 

by Frances Jenkins. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1911. Pp. 127. 

Illustrated. 
First Reader. By James H. Van Sickle and Wilhelmina Seegmiller, 

assisted by Frances Jenkins. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 191 1. 

Pp. 128. Illustrated. 
Second Reader. By James H. Van Sickle and Wilhelmina Seegmiller, 

assisted by Frances Jenkins. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1911. 

Pp. 192. Illustrated. $0.40. 
Third Reader. By James H. Van Sickle and Wilhelmina Seegmiller, 

assisted by Frances Jenkins. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1911. 

Pp. 256. Illustrated. $0. 50. 
A First Reader. By Clarence F. Carroll and Sarah C. Brooks. New 

York: D. Appleton & Co., 1910. Pp. 144. Illustrated. 
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A Second Reader. By Clarence F. Carroll and Sarah C. Brooks. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co., ioio. Pp. 168. Illustrated. 

A Third Reader. By Clarence F. Carroll and Sarah C. Brooks. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co., ioio. Pp. 224. Illustrated. 

Tommy Tinker's Book. By Mary Frances Blaisdell. Boston: Little, 
Brown & Co., 1011. Pp.177. Illustrated. $0.60 net. 

Little Plays for Little People. By Marion I. Noyes and Blanche H. Ray. 

Boston: Ginn & Co., 1010. Pp. vi+121. Illustrated. $0.35. 
One Thousand Books for Children. By Penrhyn W. Coussens. Chicago: 

A. C. McClurg & Co., ion. Pp. xx+224. 

A very good list for general reading. The titles are arranged according to the 
ages of the children for whom they are thought to be best suited, and there are special 
lists on myths, nature-study, handicraft, Bible stories, poetry, and "supplementary 
reading." There is an index of titles and one of authors. 

A Child's Book of Stories. Selected and arranged by Penrhyn W. Coussens. 

Illustrated by Jessie Wilcox Smith. New York: Duffield & Co., 1911. 

Pp. 463. 

One of the best collections of the old stories available. The large print and beauti- 
ful pictures make the book a handsome addition to the child's library. 

The Tudor Drama. By C. F. Tucker Brooke. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 

Co., 1911. Pp. 461. 

"A history of the English national drama to the retirement of Shakespeare." 
A First Book in English Literature. By Henry S. Pancoasx and Percy 

Van Dyke Shelly. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1910. Pp. 497. 

More of biography and less of criticism than its predecessors. 

The Elementary Course in English: A Syllabus for Teachers. By James 

Fleming Hosic. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1911. Pp. 

150. $0.82. 
The New Composition-Rhetoric. By Fred Newton Scott and Joseph Vrx- 

lters Denney. Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 191 1. Pp.468. 

The best features of the excellent Composition-Rhetoric and Composition- 
Literature in a single volume. 

American Public Addresses. By Joseph Villiers Denney. Chicago: 

Scott, Foresman & Co., 1910. 
A College Course in Writing from Models. By Frances Campbell Berkeley. 

New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1910. Pp. 478. 

One of the best collections of prose for study in composition classes available. 
Excellent questions and suggestions for study and writing are included. 



